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Expressions of interest are being sought from people who may be interested in being a Volunteer Driver for Manningham Community Health Services Limited – Volunteer Transport Program.

Our program is in need of volunteers to drive frail elderly people, people with mobility issues and people with disabilities to various leisure activities/groups or medical appointments.  
We have a fleet of cars (station wagons) and a 10 seater mini bus (which has an electric hoist) that we use to transport our clients. If you are interested in driving the mini bus, we will provide you with the necessary training to use the hoist system. You are also able to drive your own vehicle to perform this service and would be reimbursed for petrol costs ($0.55 per kilometre travelled).
The days and frequency of driving can be negotiated. We are very flexible and are happy to fit in with your schedule. It can be once a week, once a fortnight or once a month. It can be a weekday or Saturday or you can fill in as an emergency driver.  Any time commitment, big or small, is greatly appreciated.
We require people who are kind, patient and calm, enjoy driving and are willing to help and give their time to members of their local community.
Social isolation and loneliness can so easily occur when people are no longer able to use or access existing transport options to attend their appointments or continue to socialise with friends and family. Therefore it is extremely important for our clients to remain connected with their community.

Public transport in Manningham is limited to buses or taxis and for various reasons these are not always suitable modes of transport. Some people need that little bit of extra time and help, due to physical frailty, disability or are just anxious about travelling alone.
We are able to provide training and support and our program also works in partnership with Doncare, who use volunteers to assist with their Social Support programs.
Volunteering can be a very worthwhile and rewarding experience and has been shown by research to be good for your health.  It provides opportunities to stay active and involved with your community, to learn new skills, try something new, to gain experience in a different field, to share interests, meet new people and to have fun. 

We would welcome and encourage any interested people to talk to us and find out if this would be something that would appeal to you.
Further information can be obtained by contacting the Co-ordinator of the Volunteers and Transport Program at Manningham Community Health Services on telephone no. 8841 3041.
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